Southern kisses: a backyard in Slidell, Louisiana, 1982 by Atherton, Cassandra
          Deakin Research Online 
 
This is the published version:  
 
Atherton, Cassandra 2013, Southern kisses: a backyard in Slidell, Louisiana, 1982, Stereo 
stories, pp. 1-1. 
 
Available from Deakin Research Online: 
    
 
  http://hdl.handle.net/10536/DRO/DU:30052798 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reproduced with the kind permission of the copyright owner.  
 
Copyright: 2013, Stereo Stories. 
Romeo's Tune by Steve Forbert - Stereo Stories http://www.stereostories.com/romeos-tune-by-steve-forbert.html
1 of 3 10/07/2013 9:09 AM
Cassandra Atherton
Southern Kisses: A backyard in Slidell, Louisiana, 1982
It was the music he heard first. Something about smelling the moon in her perfume. It was barely audible over the clicking of the computer
keys, but it intrigued him enough to stop typing mid-sentence and pull back the blind.
Heart-shaped sunglasses in candy pink stared back at him from the lawn below. She was lying on her back eating strawberries dipped in
chocolate. He could just make out the small smudge of chocolate at the corner of her mouth. She turned up the radio and reached for the
novel lying beside her towel. The cover looked familiar. He leaned forward. It was a Penguin Classic. He couldn't be sure but it looked like the
author was Nabokov. She wriggled down the towel and tipped her head back into the sun. A tiny pink bikini with embroidered white daisies
barely covered her firm breasts. The panties were cut high up her thighs and revealed a stomach still rounded with puppy fat. He inhaled
deeply and went in search of his last Havana cigar.
When he returned she had rolled onto her front and was reaching back to undo the laces of her bikini top. He ran his nose along the length of
his cigar and bit off the tip. Without looking up at him she said, 'Hello, Oberon, can you come out and play today?' She squeezed the thick
cream into her palm and feigned attempts to apply it to her back. The more she tried, the further her bathers worked their way up her thighs. 
He went back upstairs, relit his Havana cigar and opened a bottle of Courvoisier. He took a sip and spent the rest of the afternoon wondering
what the moon smelt like.
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3:33
Meet me in the middle of the day
Let me hear you say, 'Everything's okay'
Bring me southern kisses from your room
Meet me in the middle of the night
Let me hear you say, 'Everything's alright'
Let me smell the moon in your perfume
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Vin Maskell
Lonesome tune: a share-house in St Kilda, early 1980s.
I was no Romeo but I really enjoyed Steve Forbert’s tunes.
I bought his first four albums from second-hand record shops in Melbourne:
a uni student income didn’t afford the luxury of fresh vinyl.
I played those records on my own in a share-house in St Kilda, while my
mates Greg and Julie were out of the house.
I played those records thinking of a brown-eyed woman called Ysabelle. We
met working in a TAB in Balaclava, taking bets from winners and losers,
gamblers and punters. Men, mainly. Blokes smoking, hoping, dreaming.
Ysabelle loved horses. I thought I loved Ysabelle.
I wrote poems for Ysabelle. Well, one that I can vaguely remember. I wrote
letters too, hoping, dreaming.
I should have just played her Romeo’s Tune.
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